BASIC POLICIES…….from the National PTA Handbook

Three basic policies govern the activities of all PTA’s whether they are the National PTA or a state, district, council or local PTA.

Noncommercial Policy


The National PTA and those state and local PTAs that are exempt from taxes under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code are prohibited from engaging in substantial business activities that are unrelated to their tax-exempt purposes, which are educational and charitable.


Frequent fund-raising programs that yield substantial income could be considered unrelated business income because the programs may lead to a departure from the primary purpose of the association which is to educate its members about the needs of children, -- not to raise funds.


Disregard of the prohibition against substantial commercial activities could result in having to pay the tax, a penalty or, the ultimate sanction, loss of tax-exempt status.

Nonsectarian Policy


The National PTA and its states, districts, councils and local units welcome into membership people representing a diversity of cultures, ethnic backgrounds and political and religious beliefs.


PTA has the right to offer inspirational messages to open or close its meetings; but such messages by PTA leaders or invited religious leaders should be inspirational rather than sectarian, recognizing that in this pluralistic nation not all members share the same beliefs.  Poetry, quotations from great men and women, uplifting anecdotes and moments of quiet meditation can serve as well as prayer to focus concern for and dedication to improving the lives of children and youth.

Nonpartisan Policy


Article III,c of the National PTA Bylaws states “The organization shall not – directly or indirectly – participate or intervene (in any way, including the publishing or distribution of statements) in any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office; or devote more than an insubstantial part of its activities to attempting to influence legislation by propaganda or otherwise.”


PTAs that are recognized as being tax-exempt under IRC section 501 (c)(3) may not: 1) devote more than an insubstantial part of their activities (generally interpreted as not exceeding 5 percent of total income) to influence legislation or 2) participate in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to a candidate for national, state, or local public office.


Therefore, neither National PTA nor any individual unit may ever support or oppose political parties or candidates, including those running for school boards on nonpartisan slates.  However, the National PTA and each PTA unit may adopt a position expressing its support for or opposition to issues dealing with health, safety, education or general well-being of children and youth.
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